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Research: Defining the boundaries!

• The world of human affairs could be interpreted as having not just a single 
reality but multiple realities (e.g., the emic and etic views of the same set 
of events).

• Evidence will be actionable only when it is in alignment with the context 
preferences and priorities  COMPLEXITIES

• Whether truly “objective” inquiries about human social affairs are possible 
in the first place
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We do research when we have a problem!

• A research problem is an issue or concern that needs to be addressed 
(e.g., the issue of racial discrimination). 

• The problem comes from 
• a void in the literature, and

• conflict in research results in the literature, 

• topics that have been neglected in the literature; 

• a need to lift up the voice of marginalized participants; and 

• “real-life” problems found in the workplace, the home, the community, and 
so forth.
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But, Do (Could) we (ever) know the ‘truth’?

• A postmodernist view  all human endeavors are implicitly driven by the 
desire to exercise control over other people. 

• Scientists may, for example, use their need to be objective to favor the 
study of certain topics, people, or specimens, and to ignore other topics 
because they might not (in the scientists’ view) be ready to be studied 
“objectively.” 

• Our goal is to collect sufficiently rich data so that your study will fully 
appreciate and better understand the context for the events you are 
studying.
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5Source: https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/wicked-problems-healthcare-trust-jim-stikeleather/



Human-centered approaches

• Interestingly, public health research fraternity is gradually realising that 

these problems need ‘human-centred’ approach, especially for the ones 

requiring wider stakeholder engagements. 

• Though human-centred designing is relatively new public health expertise, 

several public health projects utilizing human centered design (HCD), or 

design thinking, have recently emerged, but not adequate synthesis of the 

literature around exists.
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Bridging gaps for research-policy-program 
dialogue
• Setting a priority research agenda?

• Defining the context

• Defining the stakeholders and their priorities

• Identifying a method for objective prioritization

• Identifying criteria for evaluating priorities

• Validation

• Strategic dissemination
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A scoping review for identifying evidence  from 
India on interventions for hypertension
Pawar et al. IJPH 2023 (under review) 
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Priorities in HTN research (Canada, 2017)
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The Cochrane 
Priority 
Review 
Portfolio
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Upcoming IJPH 
Special Issue
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Thank you!


